Perforation of continent urinary reservoirs. Scandinavian experience.
In a questionnaire survey of urological departments in Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Norway, 20 episodes of perforation of continent urinary pouches were found to have occurred in 18 patients, representing an incidence of 1.5%. This complication occurred with ileal as well as colonic segments, without predilection. In one case there was perforation of an appendiceal outlet. Noticeable findings were (a) a long delay (median 10h) to treatment and (b) that investigational procedures such as enterocystography and enterocystoscopy were not commonly employed. Treatment of this potentially lethal complication was by oversewing the perforation, and there were no subsequent major complications. This complication should be strongly suspected if a patient with continent urinary reconstruction presents with acute abdominal pain.